
 



 
Cast  

Barbra  ..........................................................................................  Emma Gallaher 

Ben  ...............................................................................................  Jesse Beilman 

Harry  ............................................................................................  Dan Gibbins 

Helen/Judy ....................................................................................  Lux Will 

Tom  .............................................................................................  Matthew McDonald 

Chief McClellan and others  .........................................................  Devin Warne 

Vince and others  ..........................................................................  Jeremy Park 

Johnny and others  ........................................................................  Riley Galarneau 

Karen and others  ..........................................................................  Samantha Carson 

 

Crew 

Executive Producer and Stage Manager ......................................  Daisy Pond 

Co-Producer .................................................................................  Carl Bishop 

Director .........................................................................................  Keith Kollee 

Assistant Director  ........................................................................  Shandra McQueen 

Assistant Stage Manager  .............................................................  Charlie Lenz 

Set Designer  ................................................................................  Ryan Siverson 

Set Builders & Painters  ...............................................................  Bryan Francis, Carl Bishop, 

 ......................................................................................................  James Tonken, Susan Soprovich,  

 ......................................................................................................  Jennifer Merio, Thomas Zima, 

 ......................................................................................................  Mark Benson  

Properties & Set Dec ....................................................................  Mike Johnson 

Armourer  .....................................................................................  Ian Pond 

Aassistant Armourer  ....................................................................  Brad Leberge 

Lighting Design ............................................................................  Ryan Siverson 

Sound and Video Design  .............................................................  Stuart Bentley 

Costume Design  ..........................................................................  Michelle Leblanc 

Costume Assistant  .......................................................................  Ryan Maschke 

Special Effects  .............................................................................  Kristine Astop 

Hair and Makeup Design  .............................................................  Jessica Jones,  

 ......................................................................................................  Britta Siemens 

Music Director  .............................................................................  Mike Jarzecki 

Choreographer  .............................................................................  Meg Sortin 

Fight Director  ..............................................................................  Ian Pond 

Intimacy Director  ........................................................................  Anastasia St. Amand 

Lighting Operator  ........................................................................  Trevor Somers 

Running Crew ..............................................................................  Brad Laberge, 

 ......................................................................................................  Meredith Anderson, 

 ......................................................................................................  Pierce Anderson 

Box Office Manager  ....................................................................  Joey Sayer 

Lobby Display& Artistic Associate  ............................................  Jennifer Merio 

  

There will be one 20-minute intermission.



DIRECTOR’S NOTES – Keith Kollee 

 
Growing up, I was (and still am) an enormous horror fan. I watched movies, 

I devoured novels, the whole bit. As I got older and moved into theatre, I 

became aware of how few examples of horror there were for the stage. 

Outside of one or two specifically dedicated theatre companies in Calgary (I 

see you guys!), no one was doing horror. When I became AD, It was 

important to me that Scorpio start my first programmed season with a loving 

nod to the genre that had given me so much. 

 

Night of the Living Dead. A seminal film, not just in the area of horror, but 

in film history itself. It birthed an entire sub-genre. Zombies had always 

been support characters, or mostly single, nonthreatening villains. The 

horror was derived from the emotional attachment to the person that existed 

before the zombie. George A. Romero took a different slant. These monsters 

were legion, and were hungry for your flesh! They may move slowly, and 

have diminished brain capacity, but it didn't matter how smart or strong or 

quick you were.... They would get you in the end. Romero also made the 

bold choice of casting an African American in the lead (it was 1968!); a 

choice he claimed wasn't bold or calculated at all, but rather the result of casting the best person that 

auditioned. Finally, on a personal note, this movie (along with The Empire Strikes Back) taught me a very 

important lesson about storytelling.... The story didn't always have to have a happy ending. This was a 

staggering lesson, as pop culture is stuffed to bursting with the escapist fantasy of the happy ending. Not this 

story. And tragedy doesn't always come from the place you expect it to. 

 

I could never have done this alone, and while there are literally dozens of people I need to thank, I'd like to 

single out one. I knew that I needed someone beside me.... Someone to bounce ideas off of, and get input 

from. After years spent discussing (and debating) horror movies, I knew Shandra McQueen was the right 

choice. Her knowledge of the genre, her grasp of characterization, and her amazing understanding of comedy 

have proven invaluable on this journey.  

 

I am thrilled to share this production with you. I wanted to pay homage to a film and a filmmaker that I 

admire a great deal. But above all that, I wanted to show that Scorpio is capable of delivering a spectacle. I 

wanted lights, and sound, and sets, and make-up (and gore, let's be fair), but I wanted it all to also highlight 

the talented performances and impeccable production design we have become known for. This is a show 

unlike any other Scorpio has even presented, and I hope you enjoy the ride as much as I have.  

 

See you again in a few months when we once again pay homage to something very near and dear to us.... 

Community theatre itself! 

 

Keith Kollee, 

Artistic Director 

  



ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’S NOTES – Shandra McQueen 

 
 Horror and absurd comedy are two of my favourite things, so ‘Night of 

the Living Dead: Live!’ was a perfect fit for my first attempt at directing. 

Big thanks to Keith and Scorpio for taking me on this ride! This process 

has been eye opening and a flaming pile of bodies amount of work. I 

mean, I already had a pretty healthy appreciation for any show crew I’ve 

ever worked with, but having a seat at the table during this production 

put my respect and awe into sharp focus. The folks that work behind the 

scenes put in a crazy amount of work, devoting their time and talents, to 

make what you see on stage look vibrant, safe, organized, accurate, clear 

and easy. They think hard about everything so that you don’t have to, so 

that you can just sit back and enjoy the show. And I hope you do enjoy 

the show! It’s been a labor of gory love.  

 

 

 

 

If you enjoyed our production, consider nominating us for a CAT Award at:  

http://www.calgary-acts.com/nomination.php. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Scorpio Theatre ADEPT Scorpio Theatre Board Members 

Artistic Director – Keith Kollee 

kkollee@scorpio.ca 

Executive Producer – Daisy Pond 

dpond@scorpio.ca 

Artistic Associate – Jennifer Merio 

jmerio@scorpio.ca 

 

President – Carl Bishop 

Vice President & Founder – Dan Gibbins 

Treasurer – Daniel Koyata 

Secretary – vacant 

Directors – Jennifer Lealand 

 Devin Warne 

Nathan Iles 

  

http://www.calgary-acts.com/nomination.php


 

 

Where are the show programs? 

 
 

Scorpio's Gone Green! 
 

It is common practice in theatre to include a show program for each performance that 

includes information about the cast, production team, the company and our sponsors. The 

programs are usually two pages (folded in half and presented as a 4 page bi-fold) meaning 

that the average production, with middling ticket sales, will require 800 printed pages. 

 

That's over 2400 printed pages per season and that's just not GREEN! 

 

Information on this production and the company in general will be proudly presented in our 

lobby displays, which we hope will be more entertaining, visually appealing and add more to 

your theatre experience than some stuffy old program anyway. 

 

If you have a thought or opinion on this new policy, or anything else you've seen at Scorpio, 

we encourage you to fill out one of our audience survey forms (available in the lobby and at 

the box office) or, by all means, email us at info@scorpio.ca We’d love to hear your 

feedback! 

 
Thank you for your patronage, and enjoy the show! 

 

Scorpio Theatre Society 



George A. Romero (Film Maker) 
George A. Romero (February 4, 1940 – July 16, 2017) was 

an American filmmaker, writer and editor. He is best known 

for his series of gruesome and satirical horror films about an 

imagined zombie apocalypse, beginning with Night of the 

Living Dead (1968). This film is often considered a 

progenitor of the fictional zombie of modern culture. Other 

films in the series include Dawn of the Dead (1978) 

and Day of the Dead (1985). Aside from this series, his 

works include The Crazies (1973), Martin  

(1978), Creepshow (1982), Monkey Shines (1988), The 

Dark Half (1993) and Bruiser (2000). He also created and 

executive-produced the 1983–88 television series Tales 

from the Darkside. 

 

Romero is often noted as an influential pioneer of the horror 

film genre and has been called an "icon" and the "Father of 

the Zombie Film." 

~ Wikipedia 

 

 

About the Playwrights and Composers 
 

“NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD LIVE was co-created by Christopher Harrison (Devil’s 

Night, The Man Who Loved Flowers) and Phil Pattison (Devil’s Night, The Man Who Loved 

Flowers), (…) and executive produced by the legendary George A. Romero (Night of the 

Living Dead, Day of the Dead, Land of the Dead, Diary of the Dead and Survival of the 

Dead), Russ Streiner (best known as Johnny (“They’re coming to get you, Barbra” in the 

original horror classic), and John A. Russo, co-author of Night of the Living Dead. 

 

“NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD LIVE, was written by playwrights Trevor Martin (Patch 

Town, A Little Bit Zombie), Canadian Comedy Award winner Dale Boyer (Second City, 

“Live from the CenTre”) and Christopher Bond, with (…) music by Juno Award-winner, 

Mike Trebilcock (The Tenant, Reid Coolsaet: Road to London) and Jamie Lamb (Monkey 

Toast, Ken Kostick & Co.).” 

~Ryan Turek 

Comingsoon.net 

March 28, 2013 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CAST 

 
Jesse Beilman (Ben) 

Jesse is thrilled to be playing such an iconic character for his first production with 

Scorpio. Primarily experienced in musical theatre, Jesse has performed in Front Row 

Centre’s productions of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert, Grease, and Avenue Q, and been 

on the hair design team for Evita, The Wedding Singer, and their most recent 

production of Addams Family. Jesse also works as local drag performer, “Felicia 

Bonée”, in what’s left of his spare time. Jesse would like to thank Keith, Shandra, 

Daisy, Mike, Charlie, Ian, his cast mates, the production team, and everyone at Scorpio 

Theatre for the warm welcome and hopes that you get a good scream out of our show 

tonight. 

 

 
Samantha Carson (Karen and others) 
Samantha is very excited to be joining Scorpio on stage for the very first time! Having 

come from a mostly musical theatre background, this is only her second time ever 

performing in a straight play. Select credits include: The Addams Family, Jekyll & 

Hyde, and The Who's Tommy (FRC), Brush up your Broadway, Love Changes 

Everything, and She Kills Monsters (Simply Theatre), Miscast (Storybook), 

Frankenstein (Cappuccino). She wants to thank the production team for giving her the 

opportunity to work on such an amazing project and she hopes you enjoy the show! 

 

 
Emma Gallaher (Barbra) 

If there is one thing Emma loves more than being on the stage, it's a good apocalypse - 

and especially an apocalypse of the zombie variety. This is her fifth production with 

Scorpio Theatre and she can't wait for you to see it! Emma is thrilled to be back, trying 

to survive the night as Barbra. But watch your back... They might be coming to get you, 

too! 

 

 

 

 

 
Dan Gibbins (Harry) 
Dan founded Scorpio Theatre from the ashes of his previous company, Mind the 

Walrus, in the summer of 2000, then blinked and it was season 20. He's written or co-

written 30 Scorpio shows, acted in 19, directed 13, stage-managed five, produced or 

co-produced three, and helped train four future directors through Scorpio's mentorship 

program. Whatever the show, he's probably lurking around it somewhere, because 

there are some company members who feel he should really put in some effort and 

make a contribution now and then. 

  



 

Riley Galarneau (Johnny and others) 
Riley is thrilled to be making his debut with Scorpio Theatre in this amazing 

production. He has been on stage with numerous companies in Calgary and you can 

find him next at Storybook Theatre in February. Enjoy the show! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew McDonald (Tom) 
This is Matthew’s debut with Scorpio Theatre and he could not be more pumped to 

work with this incredible team. Select credits include Little Shop of Horrors, Anything 

Goes (Front Row Centre), Heathers The Musical, RENT (Cappuccino Musical 

Theatre) and Fawlty Towers (Workshop Theatre). He has always loved horror movies 

and the opportunity to bring one to life has been a dream come true. He would like to 

thank his wonderful and supportive wife for watching their two little ones while he 

was rehearsing and performing. Enjoy the show! 
 

 

 

 

Jeremy Park (Vince and others) 
Jeremy is a local creative type. He likes to act, and write, and music. As an actor, he 

most recently  performed as the butt-half of a two-butted horse for fringe festival, 

where he was also butt-half of the writing team. It was called A Song of Bucephalus. 

That was a great time. Before that, Jeremy has been a part of a handful of fun shows In 

Calgary and around Alberta over the years. This is his first zombie play though, so 

super jazzed! 

 

 

 

 

Devin Warne (Chief McClellan and others) 
Devin would like to thank Lil' Brudder for giving the confidence to audition for this 

show.  He's got the heart of a champion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lux Will (Judy and Helen) 
Lux has taken a bit of a break from theatre to focus on raising her 

little zombie at home. In the past she has been involved in The 

Laramie Project, The Sound of Music, Amadeus and her personal 

favourite Noises Off. Since returning to the stage she has enjoyed 

every little bit of it. She would like to thank the cast and the crew and 

Scorpio Theatre for giving her this opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

CREW 

 

Kristine Astop (Special Effects) 
Friends, it’s zombies & horror! There was no way that Kristine would miss the opportunity to play around 

in George Romero’s universe – especially with this team!  When not up to her elbows in entrails & body 

parts, Kristine is an art making, data nerd who adores film, horror, sci-fi, and video games. A perfect day 

in Kristine’s world would include a YT-1300 Transport, a salvaged MCRN corvette-class frigate, or a 

horse named Roach. 

 

 

Carl Bishop (Co-Producer, Set Builder) 
Carl can usually be found doing something around the theatre, whether it's acting, directing or signing 

cheques. His love of all things theatre can be traced back to his early days. One of his fondest memories is 

of the great cucumber famine in Urkutsk in the mid 17th century where he soothed the angry mobs with 

his one man production of Happy Gilmore, the musical (he was ahead of his time). Carl would like to 

thank all of the Scorpions that worked so hard to put this show together. 
 

 

Stuart Bentley (Sound and Video Design) 
As a huge fan of George Romero’s Night of the Living Dead, and Dawn of the Dead, Stuart is thrilled to be 

involved with this production. He was previously CAT Award nominated for sound and video creation for 

Workshop Theatre’s The Manchurian Candidate. While no stranger to sound and video editing, this is 

Stuart’s first return to creating on stage tech effects in many years. Thanks to Keith for bringing him on to 

the team! 

 

 

Mike Jarzecki (Music Director) 
With musicals not being part of Scorpio's seasons 99% of the time, Mike figured he might not find 

himself involved in a show with them. Yet here he is! Having recently provided musical direction for 

Avenue Q with FRC, Mike has often found himself in orchestra pits, and occasionally on stage with a 

number of theatre companies over the last 5 years. Enjoy the show, and avoid the zombies!! 
 

  



 

Mike Johnson (Props and Set Dec) 
Michael Johnson, Steampunk Artist and gadget maker. Michael creates retro Victorian pieces, merging 

modern technology with a Victorian aesthetic. He has done props and set décor on numerous productions 

for various Calgary theatre companies most recently Moby Dick. 

 
Jessica Jones (Hair and Makeup Design) 
Jess is thrilled for the opportunity to create makeup looks for stage again, especially for such a cool show! 

Although this is her sixth time on a makeup team and her third time designing, she has never done 

anything quite like this show! She is grateful for the chance to explore, and hope you enjoy this show as 

much as she does! 

 

 

Keith Kollee (Director) 
Keith has been bleeding red and black for the better part of a decade now. He started with the company on 

Cry Havoc 2, and, since that time, he has acted in shows, served on the board, run the bar, and directed 

both Reservoir Dogs and Zastrozzi. As Scorpio Theatre's Artistic Director, Keith is thrilled to be 

presenting the first show of his first programmed season. 
 

 

Brad Laberge (Running Crew and Assistant Armourer) 
This is Brad's first show as a stagehand but he has been involved with many Scorpio shows. He has done 

props and sets for Scorpio and many other companies in and around Calgary. He is thrilled to be part of the 

crew on such amazing show. Outside of theatre, Brad is an off-road enthusiast and owns a ranch for 

neglected and wayward Jeeps. Love to Mikee. 
 

 

Michelle Leblanc (Costume Design) 
Hailing from parts unpronounceable in Ontario, Michelle has been compulsively costuming herself and 

others for over a decade. An appreciation for The Night of the Living Dead festered in her heart as SFX & 

Movie Makeup became more openly lauded as an art form with a legacy. Needless to say, there was excited 

squealing when Michelle was invited to costume the LIVE production. Talk about ticking off your bucket 

list! Select design credits include A Few Good Men (Simply Theatre), The Addams' Family (FRC), and A 

Little Murder Never Hurt Anyone (Morpheus Theatre). 

 

 

Charlie Lenz (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Following a break from the theatre to begin her education as a mortician, Charlie is thrilled to be back as 

Assistant Stage Manager for the fantastic and oddly fitting production of Night of the Living Dead Live, her 

ninth and certainly not last show with the wonderful, slightly twisted Scorpio Theatre family. 

 

 

  



 

Ryan Maschke (Costume Assistant) 
Ryan is an emerging costume designer in the city, having previously worked on shows such as Bare: A Pop 

Opera with The Honest Collective and is currently working on BrownCow Collective's upcoming 

production of Sweet Charity. In addition Ryan is a Calgary based professional and semi-professional 

performer/dancer with credits in theatre such as Billy Elliot the Musical (Theatre Calgary), Bare: A Pop 

Opera (Honest Collective), Into the Woods, West Side Story, Grease (Storybook Theatre). Hope you enjoy 

the show! 

 

Shandra McQueen (Assistant Director) 
Shandra is beyond excited to jump into her first shot at Assistant Directing with Keith and Scorpio Theatre! 

Horror and Comedy are two of Shandra's great loves, so this project has been a dream to work on. Normally 

found on stage, Shandra was most recently seen as Jessica in Scorpio's Women Playing Hamlet and as 

Dorothy in Scorpio's Blood of the Red Queen: Citizen Smee. 

 

 

Daisy Pond (Executive Producer and Stage Manager) 
Daisy is proud to be a part of another great Scorpio show. From working as a lighting op, an ASM, a Stage 

Manager, to the company’s Executive Producer and purveyor of peanut butter pretzels, she’s been involved 

in many aspects of many wonderful shows with this merry band of misfits. (She learned to use a chop saw!)  

Thank you to a great cast and crew for all your hard work! 

 

 

Ian Pond (Fight Director and Armourer) 
Ian is happy to again be working in the fight and violence department for Scorpio. Ian is a member of Fight 

Directors Canada looking forward to finishing his next accreditation with the Academy. He is also a recent 

member of the International Order of the Sword and Pen. When not aspiring to further himself as a fight 

choreographer and performer Ian is often found in the tech departments and/or making props. 

 

 

Ryan Siverson (Set and Lighting Design) 
Ryan was very excited to be working with Scorpio for the first time in his career. Ryan has been a scenic and 

lighting designer in Calgary for three years and has worked on projects such as award-winning Avenue 

Q with Front Row Center (for which he was nominated for Best Lighting Design with the CAT Awards), 

Workshop Theatre's Jane Austen's Persuasion, and Genesis: The Mary Shelley Story with Attic Players.  

Enjoy the show! 

 

 

Trevor Somers (Lighting Op) 
Trevor is very happy to be the lighting operator on Night of the Living Dead Live. He will also be doing a 

different version of  this play in the spring of 2020 with Workshop Theatre.  This is Trevor’s first time 

working with the Scorpio Theatre. 

 

 

Meg Sortin (Choreography) 
Meg is a huge fan of horror movies and a good social commentary, so she is tickled pink to have contributed 

a small part to this production- her second with Scorpio, the friendliest crew around. 

 



 

Anastaia St. Amand (Intimacy Director) 
Anastasia is excited to be on board for Night of the Living Dead LIVE with Scorpio Theatre. A graduate of 

Mount Royal University’s Theatre Arts Program. Anastasia is an Actor, Drama Teacher, Intimacy and Fight 

Choreographer. Her recent intimacy choreography credits include: Genesis (ACT Edinburgh Fringe), 52 

Pick Up (Pine Tree Players), Midsummer Night’s Dream (Canmore Summer Theater Festival), Plaza Suite 

(Simply Theatre), Shakespeare in Love and Unnecessary Farce (Morpheus Theatre), 1984, Jaan (Scorpio 

Theatre), A Doll’s House, Time Stands Still and Closer (DIY Theater). Special thanks to Scorpio and these 

fabulous companies for embracing Intimacy Design and all it has to offer! 

 

 

Britta Siemens (Hair and Makeup Design) 
Britta is excited to be a part of her first show with Scorpio Theatre.  For the past 3 years she has been doing 

hair and makeup design for Morpheus Theatre and FRC.  Britta has been a hairstylist in Calgary for the last 

10 years.  She would like to thank Scorpio and everyone involved with Night of the Living Dead Live for 

being so wonderful to work with. Britta's favourite sandwich is a clubhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coming up next for Scorpio Theatre: 
 

 
 

February 21 – 29, 2020 

Directed by Matt Pickering 

 
It's opening night for Taranto Theatre's new play, a comedy of star-crossed lovers from house 

playwright Phil Payton. But when the donor whose grant is keeping the struggling company 

from bankruptcy decides she has some changes to suggest, Phil and the rest of the company 

must hurriedly adapt, as their simple romance is complicated by the addition of a new 

character, an unpredictable knight... the knight of The Burning Pestle. 
 
Roles Available 
 Phil Payton (male, 25-40): Writer/Director of Star Crossed.  

 Mera Lucas (Female 25-35): Producer of Star Crossed. 

 Eleanor Marsden (Female 40-55): Current head of the Marsden Foundation for theArts. 

 Raphael "Raph" Shukoff: (Male 25-35): Personal assistant to Eleanor, amateur thespian. 

 Caitlin Markov (Female 20-30): Stage manager, trying to keep the show in some semblance of order 

 Ian Chesterton /Jasper Merrythought  (Male 25-35): Professional actor, eager for his big leading role 

(Jasper).  

 Georgia "George" Levinson/Luce Venturewell (Female 25-35): Professional actor, slightly bored by 

her role in Star-Crossed (Luce).  

 Martin/Venturewell (Male 45-60): Professional actor, playing the father of Luce. 

 Roy/Humphrey (Male 40-55): Playing the would-be suitor of Luce, but way more interested in being 

part of Raph's story.  

 Beatrice "Trix" Parsons (Female 20-35): ASM who gets dragged into the cast. 

 

Auditions will be held Monday, Nov 11 and Wednesday, Nov13 - 7:00-10:00 pm. 

Callbacks, if needed, will be the afternoon of Saturday, November 16. 

For more information, go to www.scorpio.ca 

For their support, 

http://www.scorpio.ca/


Scorpio Theatre would like to thank: 
 

  

 

 

 

Carpet and Flooring 
 

 

Scorpio Theatre would also like to thank Morpheus Theatre, Front Row 

Centre Players, Kat Carson, Jolene Anderson,  

Janos Zeller, Jevon Hills, Tarra Riley, Christie Johnson, Shannon 

Beshara, Lorna Stuber, Dai Matsuzaka,  

Lila Smith, James Saito, Andre Goulet, Catherine Handford, Michael 

Armstrong, Mandee Marcil, Rick and Cole Yoder, Mark Benson, 

Thomas Zima, Jaime Tonken, Jody Low, Will Gallaher, The Pumphouse 

Theatre staff,  

all our volunteers, friends, family, and fans  

for their continued support. 

 
 

The video projection technology you are watching at this performance has been made 

possible through the Calgary Foundation’s funding in a unique partnership with the 

Pumphouse Theatres. These professional-grade projectors, specifically selected to function 

well within a theatre setting, are being made available not only to this company but also, 

through the management and support of the Pumphouse Theatres, to small and mid-sized 

Calgary cultural institutions at an affordable rental rate. This means that this exciting but 

expensive new tool for theatrical production will be accessible to innovative Calgary artists, 

regardless of their budgets. 

  


